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Stratford Cycling TourStratford Cycling TourStratford Cycling TourStratford Cycling Tour    
 

An Easy Pedal Across the Tow nAn Easy Pedal Across the Tow nAn Easy Pedal Across the Tow nAn Easy Pedal Across the Tow n    
 

For the Stratford visitor w ho has either brought, borrow ed or rented a bicycle, 

w e’ve devised a large, roughly-figure-8 cycling route covering 13.6 km , or 8.5 

m iles. It’s a casual ride for the casual cyclist, and since it takes the form  of several 

loops, there are several points at w hich you can decide w hether to do the w hole 

route or opt out at one of the central junctions. 

Stratford is built on and around a valley that lines the Avon River and its 

tributary creeks, as w ell as a m an-m ade lake, Lake Victoria, in the m iddle of the 

city. So there w ill be som e inclines to pedal up and dow n as you ride back and 

forth across sections of the valley.  

For the m ost part, the route is laid out for right hand turns and skirts the city’s 

m ain traffic arteries so you can enjoy the surroundings as you tour our city.  

So rather than barreling through the route, w e encourage you to take a few  

m inutes once in a w hile get off your bike, breathe, stretch and absorb the easy, 

generous atm osphere here in Stratford. 

Stratford has its ow n colourful cycling history…  

• The first bicycle, then called a velocipede, w as show n off in Stratford by 

the m ayor of W oodstock, w ho rode one here in 1869.  

• In 1885, Stratford’s first official cycling club w as form ed, including the 

appointm ent of a local doctor as the official club surgeon – these bicycles 

w ere the old high-w heelers, or penny-farthings, w ith a 5- or 6-foot front 

w heel straddled by the rider and an 18-inch w heel trailing, and they 

w eren’t so stable on the county’s rutted dirt and gravel roads.  

• By the G ay ’90s, bicycles w ere being built in Stratford and the popular 

endurance races of the day w ere called century tours – a grueling 

hundred-m ile road trip to Seaforth, Bayfield, G oderich and back, w hich 

had to be com pleted w ithin 12 hours, certified by the postm asters’ 

stam ps along the w ay. This earned you m em bership in the Century Road 

Club of Canada. W agering w as com m on.  

• The Stratford Cycling Club, in their snappy blue and silver uniform s, gave 

w ay to the YM CA W heel’em s Cycling Club, w hich dom inated track racing 

in O ntario in the early 20th Century, and Stratford produced m ore than its 

share of provincial and dom inion cham ps, as w ell as O lym pian 

com petitors.  

 

O kay, let’s do som e rolling of our ow n.  



1. Beginning from  Stratford’s City H all as our landm ark, let’s get out of the 

dow ntow n core by taking W ellington Street, on the north side of the city 

hall, dow n to the lights at St. Patrick Street and turn right.  

 

 

2. Take St. Patrick, across Erie Street, to the end w here you’ll com e to a T-

intersection. Turn left onto Birm ingham  Street and then right onto W orsley 

Street, w hich w ill take you across the back of the high school’s sports fields. 

 

 

3. At the end of W orsley, turn right on St. Vincent Street and then the first left 

onto T.J. D olan D rive. T.J. D olan follow s the south bank of the low er section 

of the Avon River. 

 

 

4. At the end of T.J. D olan, w here it m eets Centre Street and John Street, w e 

have a few  options:  

• If you’re on a trail bike, you could go straight on into the T.J. D olan 

N atural Area– it’s a hiking path surfaced w ith m ulch that should be w ell-

packed by this tim e of the season; you could either ride in and back, or 

exit at the far, southw est end and pick up the route again at Lorne Lorne Lorne Lorne 

AAAAvenuevenuevenuevenue. 

• If you’d like a shorter route, take a right here on John, and right again 

im m ediately after the overhead railw ay bridge onto M cLagan D rive; 

follow  the north bank of the river upstream  to H uron Street and w e’ll 

m eet you at the traffic lights at H urontraffic lights at H urontraffic lights at H urontraffic lights at H uron and D ouglas Streets and D ouglas Streets and D ouglas Streets and D ouglas Streets. 

• If you’re up for the full loop, turn left up John Street and follow  it past the 

hospital as it sw ings into Q ueensland Road and ends w ith a T-

intersection at Lorne Avenue.  

 

 

5. At the end of Q ueensland, turn right, or north, onto Lorne ALorne ALorne ALorne Aveveveve. on the w est 

edge of the city.  You’ll pass a historical plot of gravestones and the 

southw est entrance of the T.J. D olan N atural Area on your right. 

 

 

6. At the bottom  of the hill, turn right onto O ’Loane Avenue and up the hill to 

w here the road flattens out again. Stay on O ’Loane, past the lights at H uron 

Street, and take the next right onto H ibernia Street. 

 



 

7. Take H ibernia 4 blocks south and turn right on Avondale Avenue.  

 

 

8. Take Avondale across H uron Street again, and into the Avondale Cem etery. 

You could either bear right to loop through the cem etery or turn 

im m ediately left to the bottom  of the hill to the low er gates at John Street. 

 

 

9. Pass under the overhead railw ay bridge to the left, and then go right on 

M cLagan D rive. Follow  the low er section of the Avon River until you com e 

up onto H uron Street. 

 

 

10. Just to your left, there are traffic lights at H uron and D ouglas Streetstraffic lights at H uron and D ouglas Streetstraffic lights at H uron and D ouglas Streetstraffic lights at H uron and D ouglas Streets. 

• If you’ve had enough riding for now , you could head right, across the 

H uron Street bridge and finish dow ntow n. 

• If you’d like to do the other half of this cycling tour, w e’ll continue from  

these traffic lights. 

 

 

11. W e’d like to cross and go east along W illiam  Street, but this section is a one-

w ay – the w rong w ay. So w e’ll have to cross H uron w ith the lights and take 

M ornington Street up and along the side of St. Jam es Church. 

 

 

12. Just past St. Jam es Church, take the second right onto Elizabeth Street.  

Take Elizabeth, crossing W aterloo Street w ith care, and continue to the T-

intersection w here Elizabeth m eets Jam es Street.  

 

 

13. Turn right on Jam es, dow n one short block to W illiam  Street, and turn left 

along the north side of the park and lake. N ear the end of W illiam , sw ing 

dow n to the right along Lakeside D rive and across the bridge that crosses 

the east end of Lake Victoria. 

 

 

14. After crossing the bridge, turn left and up Snake H ill, or Q ueen’s Park D rive, 

w hich w ill sw ing up near the Festival Theatre.  (There are public w ashroom s 

built into the band shell on the left.) 



 

 

15. Follow  Q ueen’s Park D rive around to the left, nearly full circle to the 

opposite side of the park, and turn right on Confederation D rive, w hich is a 

short one-w ay. 

 

 

16. At the end of Confederation D rive, turn right on Rom eo Street. Rom eo is 

busy, so w e’ll only take it a couple of blocks, crossing O ntario Street, to the 

second right, Brunsw ick Street. 

 

 

17. At Brunsw ick Street, go right and you’re now  on a one-w ay that w ill pass the 

front door of the Stratford Shakespearean Festival W arehouse. Take 

Brunsw ick all the w ay dow n to the City H all, but be careful at these 

intersections as drivers aren’t alw ays clear if they are 4-w ay or 2-w ay stops. 

 

 
 


